
 
TAKE ONE ACTION FILM FESTIVAL 2020 

Programme Information 
 

Acasă, My Home​          *UK PREMIERE*  
(dir. Radu Ciorniciuc; Romania / Germany / Finland; 2020; 86min) 
Presented in partnership with Document Human Rights Film Festival 
 
Country focus:​ Romania 
 
Synopsis​:​ Arresting portrait of a Roma family forced to abandon their off-grid life for an 
uncertain future in the city.  
 
Screened with short film​ ​Elders ​(Tony Briggs, Australia, 2019, 10min) 
Key issues:​ Land rights, inequality, youth, race & ethnicity 
 
Q&A details:  

- Friday, 18 September | 8:30pm  
- Presented by Alexandra Colta (Document Human Rights Film Festival)  
- Guests: Radu Ciorniciuc (director), Janos Lang (Ando Glaso) and Ionut Cioarta (Roma 

Activist) 
- Watch here 

 

 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/acasa-my-home/
https://vimeo.com/475860669


 
Adam​    ​      *SCOTTISH PREMIERE* 
(dir. Maryam Touzani; Morocco / France; 2019; 98min) 
Presented in partnership with Oxfam 
 
Country focus:​ ​Morocco 
 
Synopsis​: A moving study of motherhood, sisterhood, and the position of women in Moroccan 
society. 
 
Screened with short film ​Inside Me​ (Maria Teixeira, Germany, 2019, 5min) 
  
Key issues:​ Women's empowerment, sisterhood / Solidarity, reproductive rights, economic 
independence in patriarchal society 
 
Q&A details: 

- Sunday, 20 September | 8:30pm 
- Presented by Myriam Mouflih (Africa in Motion / Berwick Film and Media Arts Festival) 
- Guests: Maryam Touzani (director), Sarah Barakat (Oxfam International) 
- Watch here 

 

 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/adam/
https://vimeo.com/458530112


 
 
Coded Bias​ ​         *UK PREMIERE*  (Opening film)   
(dir. Shalini Kantayya; USA / UK / China / South Africa; 2020; 86min) 
 
Country focus:​ Global (US/UK/China) 
 
Synopsis​: An utterly compelling wake-up call and a call to action, ​Coded Bias​ unmasks Artificial 
Intelligence by laying bare the racial and gender biases that permeate its algorithms. 
 
Screened with short film​ ​Sucka Punch​ ​(Iggy London, UK, 2020, 4min) 
  
Key issues:​ Big tech, corporate responsibility, women's empowerment, race & ethnicity  
 
Q&A details: 

- Wednesday, 16 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tanatsei Gambura (Take One Action New Promoter) 
- Guests: Shalini Kantayya (director), Silkie Carlo (protagonist / director of Big Brother 

Watch), Ravi Naik (protagonist / human rights lawyer) 
- BSL interpretation provided by Sabine Zielinska and Nicolle Murdoch 
- Watch here 

 
 

 
 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/coded-bias/
https://vimeo.com/475840017


 
 
The Fever​          *UK PREMIERE* 
(dir. Katharina Weingartner; Austria / Switzerland / Germany; 2019; 99min) 
Presented in partnership with Global Justice Now 
 
Country focus:​ Uganda, Kenya  
 
Synopsis​: Passionate and hopeful account of the fight for local solutions to malaria in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
  
Key issues:​ Global health, women's empowerment, inequality (global), big pharma, trade 
 
Q&A details:  

- Thursday, 24 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
- Guests: Watch this Q&A we held with Heidi Chow (Global Justice Now), Umunyana 

Rugege (Section 27), and Peninah Khisa (People's Health Movement) 
- Watch here 

  
 

 
 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/the-fever/
https://vimeo.com/482533049


 
 
In My Blood It Runs​          *SCOTTISH PREMIERE*  
(dir. Maya Newell, Dujuan Hoosan, Carol Turner, Megan Hoosan, James Mawson, Margaret Anderson, 
Jimmy Mawson; Australia; 2019; 84min) 
 
Country focus:​ Australia 
 
Synopsis​: Critically acclaimed documentary exposing Australia’s systemic racism, told through 
the eyes of charismatic 10-year-old Arrernte/Garrwa boy, Dujuan and his family. An intimate 
story of struggle, strength and love. 
  
Key issues:​ Indigenous rights, land rights, education & young people, race & ethnicity, juvenile 
detention 
 
Linked to: Decolonising the curriculum workshop 
 
Q&A details: 

- Thursday, 17 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
- Guests: Maya Newell (director), Rachel Naninaaq Edwardson (producer), and William 

Tilmouth (Arrernte Elder and film advisor) 
- Watch here      

 

 
  
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/in-my-blood-it-runs/
https://vimeo.com/458523015


 
 
The Last Ice​      ​    *SCOTTISH PREMIERE*   
(dir. Scott Ressler, United States, 2019, 83min) 
Presented in partnership with Oxfam 
 
Country focus:​ Inuit territories (Canada and Greenland) 
 
Synopsis​: Visually stunning portrait of two Inuit youth grappling with their future in the face of 
(neo)colonialism and climate change. 
 
Screened with short film ​A Voice above Nature​ (Annie Moir, UK, 2018, 13min) 
  
Key issues:​ Climate, land rights, culture and language, energy, global economy 
 
Linked to: Decolonising the curriculum workshop 
 
Q&A details: 

- Saturday, 19 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
- Guests: Maatalii Okalik (protagonist) and Gloria Isabel Garcia Parra (Oxfam 

International) 
- Watch here 

 

 
 
. 
    

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/the-last-ice/
https://vimeo.com/480374254


 
 
Made in Bangladesh​          *SCOTTISH PREMIERE* 
(dir. Rubaiyat Hossain, Bangladesh / France / Denmark / Portugal, 2019, 95min) 
Presented in partnership with Christian Aid 
 
Country focus:​ Bangladesh 
 
Synopsis​: A young Bangladeshi garment worker discovers the power of activism on a journey 
towards collective liberation and empowerment. 
  
Key issues: ​Labour rights, women's empowerment, global economy (garment industry)  
 
Q&A details:  

- Friday, 25 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Sonali Joshi (freelancer - film exhibition, distribution and subtitling) 
- Guests: Rubaiyat Hossain (director), Marianna Leite (Christian Aid), and Meg Lewis 

(Labour behind the Label) 
- Watch here 

 

 
  
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/made-in-bangladesh/
https://vimeo.com/475879257


 
 
Pier Kids​ ​         *UK PREMIERE* 
(dir. Elegance Bratton, USA, 2019, 84min) 
Presented in partnership with Scottish Queer International Film Festival 
 
Country focus:​ USA 
 
Synopsis​: An intimate and empathetic portrait of the queer youth of colour experiencing 
homelessness on Christopher St Pier in NYC. 
  
Key issues:​ LGBTQ+ rights and representation, homelessness 
 
Q&A details:  

- Wednesday, 23 September | 8:30pm  
- Hosted by Harvey Dimond (freelance curator / SQIFF New Promoter) 
- Guest: Elegance Bratton (director) 
- BSL interpretation provided by Sabine Zielinska and David Allan 
- Watch here 

 

 
  
 
 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/pier-kids/
https://vimeo.com/475886920


 
 
Prison for Profit​ ​         *UK PREMIERE* 
(dir. Ilse van Velzen & Femke Van Velzen, Netherlands, 2019, 83min) 
 
Country focus:​ ​South Africa 
 
Synopsis​: This hard-hitting investigation of a private prison in South Africa uncovers what 
happens when public services are ruled by market forces 
  
Key issues:​ Privatisation, state violence, corporate responsibility, investigative journalism 
 
Q&A details:  

- Saturday, 26​ ​September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
- Guests: Ilse & Femke Van Velzen (filmmakers), Johnbosco Nwogbo (We Own It) 
- Watch here 

  

 
 
 
 
 
   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/prison-for-profit/
https://vimeo.com/480394363


 
 
Radio Silence​          *SCOTTISH PREMIERE*   
(dir. Juliana Fanjul, Mexico / Switzerland, 2019, 78min) 
 
Country focus:​ ​ Mexico 
 
Synopsis​: Portrait of unstoppable Mexican journalist Carmen Aristegui as she fights 
misinformation,  corruption and violent threats to press freedom. 
  
Key issues:​ Women's empowerment, government corruption, media in social change, freedom 
of the press 
 
Q&A details: 

-  Sunday, 27 September | 8:30pm 
-  Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
-  Guests: Juliana Fanjul (director) and Nik Williams (European Centre for Press and Media 

Freedom) 
-  BSL interpretation provided by Sabine Zielinska and Nicolle Murdoch 
-  Watch here 

 

 
 
 
 
   
     

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/radio-silence/
https://vimeo.com/475905560


 
   
Smog Town​ ​         *UK PREMIERE*   
(dir. Meng Han, China/ Netherlands / South Korea, 2019, 89min) 
Presented in partnership with Friends of the Earth Scotland 
 
Country focus:​  China 
 
Synopsis​: In one of China’s most smog-ridden cities, the government’s “Blue Sky War” is in full 
swing. Though the problem is obvious, solutions are decidedly less so.  
  
Key issues:​ Environment, climate, democracy   
 
Q&A details:  

- Tuesday, 22 September​ | ​8:30pm   
- Hosted by Tamara Van Strijthem (Take One Action) 
- Guest: Gavin Thomson (Friends of the Earth Scotland) 
- Watch here  

 

 
     

   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/smog-town/
https://vimeo.com/480390959


 
Softie  
(dir. Sam Soko, Kenya, 2020, 97min) 
 
Country focus:​ Kenya 
 
Synopsis​: ​Softie​ is a story of courage and conviction that captures the journey of a charismatic 
young political activist in Kenya. 
  
Key issues:​ People power / activism, politics & democracy   
 
Q&A details:  

- Monday, 21 September | 8:30pm 
- Hosted by Tanatsei Gambura (Take One Action) 
- Guests: Sam Soko (director), Njeri Mwangi (protagonist), and Khadija Mohamed 

(protagonist) 
- Watch here 

   
 

 
  

   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/softie/
https://vimeo.com/480378512


 

SHORT FILM PROGRAMMES 

Women in Motion 
Special Programme of short fiction and documentary films, all directed by women, exploring 
women’s relationship to place, ancestry and their physical selves. 
 
Films screened: 

·  Maja​ ​ (Marijana Jankovic, Denmark, 2019, 21min) 
·  Hello Ahma​ ​(Siyou Tan, Singapore / USA, 2019, 15min 24s) 
·  Strong is Better than Angry​ (Hope Dickson Leach, UK 2019, 11min) 
·  Let my Body Speak​ (Madonna Adib, UK, 2020, 10min) 
 

              

 

The Ground beneath their Feet: Land Rights and Environmental Justice 
Presented in association with Christian Aid 
 
Films screened: 

·  Until the Last Drop​ (Tim Webster, UK, 2020, 20 min) 
·  Kofi and Lartey​ (Sasha Rainbow, UK, 2018, 20min) 
·  Oil and Water​ (Anjali Nayar, Canada, 2020, 13min) 
 

  

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/maja/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/hello-ahma/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/strong-is-better-than-angry/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/let-my-body-speak/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/until-the-last-drop/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/kofi-and-lartey/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/oil-and-water/


 

SHORT FILM PROGRAMMES ​(continued) 

A Bridge Between Starshine and Clay: Poetry for Empowerment 
Special programme of shorts followed by a poetry writing workshop on women's resistance and 
self-empowerment, led by Take One Action New Promoter Tanatsei Gambura. 
 
Films screened: 

·  Jesa​ (Kyungwon Song, USA / South Korea, 2019, 6min) 
·  Carne​ (Camila Kater, Brazil / Spain, 2019, 12min) 
·  Cause of Death​ ​(Jyoti Mistry, South Africa / Austria, 2020, 19min) 

  

 

   

https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/jesa/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/carne-flesh/
https://www.takeoneaction.org.uk/film/cause-of-death/


 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Workshop: HOLDING CORPORATIONS TO ACCOUNT 
Presented in collaboration with Edinburgh World Justice Festival 
An interactive event with international campaigners and campaigning organisations (incl. Global 
Justice Now and Friends of the Earth) that explored how we can work towards more robust 
scrutiny, better representation and real accountability to build a world rooted in social justice 
and environmental sustainability, in which corporations – no matter their size – are fully 
accountable to people. 
 

Workshop: DECOLONISING THE CURRICULUM 
Drawing from expertise and insight from colonised countries in which decoloniality is informed 
by indigenist research, re-centring indigenous cultures, languages and learning methods, this 
workshop explored how we can decolonise education in Scotland and the UK. 
 
Guests: 
Rachel Naninaaq Edwardson​: Iñupiaq/Norwegian/Sami filmmaker and educator, who has 
worked in native educational reform across Alaska, and worked alongside native education 
reform colleagues in Hawaii, Canada and New Zealand  
 
Titilayo Farukuoye​: activist, organiser and writer based in Scotland. Titi is particularly concerned 
with race, identity, liberation struggles and the climate. Organising with The Anti-Racist Educator 
and other black and PoC led organisations, they strive to foster a culture of anti-racism and 
meaningful, productive change to dismantle white supremacy and build a world that centres 
black, trans, queer and disabled experiences. 
 
Tanatsei Gambura​: art and youth activist (and a member of the Take One Action team), 
co-founder of Ourchives, an interdisciplinary decolonial project that attempts to draw light on 
urgent debates on the provenance and afterlife of cultural objects from formerly colonised 
spaces, in Scotland and beyond. 
 
 
A BRIDGE BETWEEN STARSHINE AND CLAY: POETRY FOR EMPOWERMENT 
A practical poetry-writing workshop on women's resistance and self-empowerment led by Take 
One Action New Promoter, Tanatsei Gambura. 
 
 


